& May 1346
Proms Captilin Winfisld 8. CURYIEGHAN, US¥, (56074)
- (Comzunder ¥aval botivities, Wake Island, 1941)
To : Tre Sscretary of the Eavy
(Board of Dacorations ard ¥sdals)
Subjs; Secoumendation for the Havy Oross - case of

. lawtom Ely SmANK, B.D,
Enals (1) Sample oitation,

le It 15 recommendes that the Kavy Cross be swarded to Lawton Bly
Shank, ¥.L,, for sarvices a3 desaribed bdelow,

2. - Wile sssociated in & olvilian capacity with the naval forces
defonding ¥=ke Island, 8 - 23 Decenber, 1841, Doetor Shank, during
the bdombing ard machine gunning of the camp hospitsl on & Lecanter,
in coumplete dlsregard of his own safety, rerained at his post and
directed the svaouation of the sick and wounded, though himaelf in
gveat danger from doubs, bullets, srxd flanes. Dostor Shark's cou-
‘rageous astion resulted in saving the lives of those rot killed in
the attack, and as well the salvaging of invaluadle medioal equip-
nent, Es then established a hospital for oivilian patients in an
empty magazirs, Llater when Commandant Feurteenth Naval District
directed the evacuation of all but 250 of the oivilian personnel,
Doctor Shank volunteersd to remain, and by bis example inspired the
five nale nurses present to do likewise,

3, It is telieved that Deotor Shank lost his life on Wake in
Ootcber 1843, waen a xzass sxecution of remaining prisoners took
Place. Zext of klm s Nrs. Rudy B. Bheck, (wife) Brook, Indiana,
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Prom: Coxmander, ¥aval Activitiss, Waky Island, 1541,

PROPOSED CITATIOR

1541, t 1100, while in the camp hospital, duricg an in-
tensive bombing end strafing attack in the course of whioh the
hespital was Scapletely destroyed and Soveral persons therein
killed or wounded, Doctor Shank remained at hig Post and superviged
the evacuaticn of the petients and squipment, With absolute dige
regard for his own safoty, and displaying greay Presence of mind,
be was thus enabled t0 save those st111 living and to establish [ 3
new hospital in an suptly regacine, Doctor Shank ‘s displuy of
outstanding Courage and devetion to duty wers in keeping with the
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 (Commnder, Javal Activities, ¥ake Tslazd, s41)

| __t:o X . Secretary of the Navy

’ ?(neardatno»nummm)

; 3 Sub,}: . Recomsendation fcrtho!rmc Shr Ml - cases of

- .sertain eivilians serving with nnl :crm dof.mnn;-
‘ t:ko I:hnl. n‘m 19{1. -.,‘.'f,_t;v

. 'fsna!.:.".' {A) Suplt umun.

g 1. It i r«mﬂd mtthommmh avarded to the
S following oivium tu- nrum dauribod bclcn ~

m.mr. nahn-d l'dnnl
- FAIREY, William Lane

' EOXANSON, Walter Norbit -
- LANGASTER, Roders Eugh
RAY, ¥illiam Heary, Jr.
mn..wum :

ltvdmzﬂt&n for duty u, ,
. Mndsut the defense fyom -
Wtbmon of the military personnel |

W ln ,w,u‘ wnns perties £ -guns,. sonstructing shelters, mining
L. %he landing fie1d and ohm!.  food, water and transpertationm, in
-7 servicing airplanes aad batteries, Their activities frequently sxposed them
© Lo . ho dangers to which etherwise: thq'uu kave been Iou um-, mynro !
g AAnmxphtotbmwmmnd-&thM . _

’{3. hroruuuu to adiresses ad uxt to wln or th- nen n-ted h
R pmgraph 928 i3 uuhblc in‘!nﬁ«h.
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T Prom . captate Wafteld 5. CONNINGEAY, VRS, (80070
i o T (Conmander Nawval Activities, Hake Iahnd. mx)
S Peogt 0 ‘Secrstary of the Eavy . : e
%7 (Bosnd of Decaraticas mm)- G
" Subfs - Hesommeniatlon for the Brouze Star ¥edal =~ oases of
7 oertaia civilians serving with ltml torou dcfcndin;
;‘E’tkt Inh:d. Dccnbcr mz. e S , .
: (L) Smh ’d.tation- 3

e e Fo R AT S T S Rty bo warded e She
i tenaﬂn; edvnuns for unlm dua-ihd bolm -

S ey s ;emoxz. Frad Samual -
.- GI3B0N3, Geerge Fred
- __ {aon ef above) .
. EIGDOE, Balph -
- . JOMNS0X, Malsola D.
~ JONES, Rex Dsan
 NILLER, Dem K. :
. - - MeKINLEY," Jask Prits
-~ NcCULLEY, Charles E&surd -
. . PETERSQN, Enruhu Lutar = s
oo SHITE, dee D . s
.’ SORENSOX,-John’ P.
o :rsmaox, clhtnnfu

L The dﬁum uma lbcm uro anbm of thc erew of the mtrntcn

L E m wrc eagaged in the constructien of the Naval Alr Station, Wake Island,
~© At the outbresk of war ez 8 Decexber 1841, they velunteered and attaghed

7 themselvea te Maripe Tighting Plane Squadres 211.° During the period 8 » 23

© . Decsaber they worked dard and indefatigably in assisting the uusm pore

.. . scunel’in msinteining and servieing the planes. - They. uhnd. their risks
s whiek were greater oz the flying fisld than elseshere. On the moraing of -
‘25 Degember, 1941, these men together with the: nwm military personnel

‘ak about 0100, . !hc.rm Q.n“dt:ur uu.a:orm u utlon u:.opt
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" pROPOSED @rTATION

Lt U "Rop herels ‘servics in connection with operatiens sgaingt the -
- . enewy while serviag in a wolunteer capacity with o Marine Alroraft
. -Squadren defending WANR ISLAND on 23 December, 1041. : PRED SANUEL
- GIBBO¥S, GEORGR FHED GIBBOES, BALPE XIGDOX, NALCOLY D JOHNSON, RRX
' DEAR JOXES, DON X. MILLER, JACK FRITZ XeKINLEY, CHARZES EDWARD
- MoCULLEY, BURSOSEL LESTER PETRNS0N, JOR D. SWITH, JORK P, SORTXBON,
“ " CLINTOX L. 5?SVENSOH AND NARRY TRIGER, mesbers of the civilian eon-
. Atruotlon crew ea WAXE ISLAND, displayed outstanding courage tn
7 /vesolutely resisting an overwhslaing ecewy landing feres in asseciation -
i with persomme] of a marins fighting plame squadroz, from sbout 0300 -
. -0 te 0900, with the result that all.exospt one were k¥illed or wounded,
A ~Their. gcourageous conduct azd sublime devotien to an assimed duty were
"B keeplug with the highest traditions of t3e naval service.®
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